



  
  
Admin Message:
The countdown to Christmas is officially on! It is hard to believe that our autumn season is closing and we are anxiously awaiting the celebration of our Lord’s birth once again. The excitement and anticipation of this Holy season is easily seen around our school. December is shaping up to be a very busy month of preparation and celebration!!
We would like to take this opportunity to thank all individuals who help make our Christmas celebrations successful.  The talents of our staff, parents and school community and the dedication of their time, help us to make concerts, spirit days and various other Christmas celebrations a huge success for the children.  
Our Christmas Concert season is only weeks away. We will begin the season with our brilliant choral director, Mrs. Ulliac, showcasing the voices of our students at the Gord Bamford Christmas Concert on December 8th, 2011. Tickets for this show are available at École St. Mary School. Come out and enjoy a wonderful concert in the spirit of Christmas that brings together three of our local Whitecourt schools! The school Christmas concerts will begin on December 14th with our annual Senior’s Tea. The regular Christmas concerts will be on December 15th for K-3 and December 16th for Junior Kindergarten. Please pay special attention to your calendar for times.  We welcome all parents and community members to join us for our Advent celebrations, assemblies and school liturgies. We sincerely appreciate your time and support. 
There will be a few changes in staffing after the Christmas season. We are very pleased to announce that Mrs. Sandy Whitten will take the position of Acting Principal while Mrs. Floyd is on maternity leave. Mrs. Britt will join Mrs. Whitten as Acting Assistant Principal during this time. Also, we are happy to announce that Mme. Janine Scott will take over teaching Mrs. Whitten’s kindergarten class as of January 9th, 2012, until the end of the school year! We are pleased to welcome back Mme. Cathy DeGrace to her Grade One French Immersion class on January 9th, 2012, as she is returning from her maternity leave.  We are blessed to work with such a dedicated team of individuals here at École St. Mary School! 
We would like to wish everyone a safe and blessed Christmas season.  Cherish this special time with friends and family!  See you back at school on Monday, January 9, 2012.
Remember….. Jesus is the Reason for the Season.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Mrs. Floyd and Mrs. Whitten
[bookmark: _GoBack]MISSION CLUB BOTTLES
If you have bottles to donate to the Mission Club, throughout the year, to help support our foster child and various other activities, please contact Miss Fortin at school 780-778-2050 or at 780-778-3234.  Thank you for your support. 
Thank you to everyone for your generous donations of bottles to the Mission Club.

For Your InformationSTUDENT ENTRY TO BUILDING
In keeping with School Division Policy, all students will be permitted to enter the building at 8:43 a.m. each morning.  A student must then report immediately to his/her classroom.  Students are expected to go outside for the recess and lunchtime breaks, weather permitting.  The administration will decide “in” days at recess and lunchtime should such be required.  When the temperature reaches –20C, a student is expected to remain indoors, for his/her own safety.
SCHOOL CLOSURES
In the event that school will be closed due to inclement weather, the Superintendent of Schools will notify the following radio station with the message:  “There will be no school at ST. MARY SCHOOL in Whitecourt on (current day)”.  Often it is only the country busses that may not be running, however, the doors will be open to all students that are able to get to the school.  It will be announced on 97.6 FM and XM 105 radio.
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If your child will be absent from school for any reason, please call the school secretary as soon as possible.  If for some reason no one answers, please leave a message indicating who will be absent and for what reason.  This greatly reduces the absentee calls made daily.
780-778-2050
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Notice to all parents and Visitors
All Visitors to the school are asked to please stop at the front office and sign in before proceeding anywhere in the school.
parents and Visitors
All Visitors to the school are asked to please stop at the front office and sign in before proceeding anywhere in the school.











LET’S GO PAPERLESS
École St. Mary School would like to go paperless as much as possible.  Please visit our web site http://www.stmarywhitecourt.ca and register to get the monthly newsletter at the bottom of the page on the left side, fill in your email address and subscribe.  We will try and use this as much as possible to get information to you.
Awards at École St. Mary School
At École St. Mary School, our mission is “to provide opportunities for everyone to achieve success every day.”  We are proud of the efforts and accomplishments our students show every day!  Please join us at our monthly assemblies as we honor the hard work of our students through the presentation of our TRUE COLORS and ABC Awards.  TRUE COLORS has been a part of our character education program for many years.  This year we have added the ABC Awards to our celebration.  These awards recognize the efforts of students in the areas of Academics, Behavior and Christianity.  Be sure to check the monthly newsletters for a listing of upcoming award winners.  We look forward to welcoming families to our assemblies!

Please join us for our December assembly and help us celebrate these students.
	
	December – Excellence
	Academic
	Behaviour
	Christianity 

	KB
	Ashley Augot and Reyna Santos
	Bree Garnier
	Gwen Ando
	Jayse Maure

	KSMW
	Samuel Fleet and Brianna Beatty
	Haylie White
	Hunter Stuckless
	Jorja Amiot

	KSTT
	Christine May Gonzales and 
Dwayne Palisoc
	Kyla Gour
	Brody Lysak-Duncan
	Matlynn Argue

	KW
	Kaylee Howse and Tristan White
	Phoenix Rice
	Areia Ewen-Hall
	Deliah Pauze

	1S
	Brooke Samson and Shyanne Durepos
	Chanel Dionne 
	Leilend May
	Keira MacAuley

	1R
	Caleb Leighton and Angel Toledo
	Tegan McKennitt
	Rylee McKennitt
	Marcus Day

	1W
	Shealyn Pudlo, William Kentner, and Tristan Wold
	Ainslie Husak
	Tyson Schmidt
	Amelia Clair

	2F
	Anthony Krahn and  Lily Stewart
	Joshua Mesics
	Liam White
	Taylor Brophy

	2N
	Brooke Malek and Duncan Letendre
	Tianna Porsnuk
	James Prodaniuk
	Daira Knapp

	2/3S
	Sadie Pigeon and Kaylynn Mackenzie
	Blayze Bessette
	Gabrielle Leduc
	Amanda Wilson

	3G
	Mackenzie Martell and Kiera MacPherson
	Logan Cairns
	Isabelle Kunzleman
	Madison Martell

	3N
	Hannah Verbaas and Alyssa Ewanshin
	Aiden Szott
	Patrick Blize
	Madison Molho

	3R
	Kelsey Ross and Jared Fry
	Kaylee Veroba Woroniuk
	Hunter Droesse-Eigler
	Brady Augot

	JK-AM
	Sam Charko and Hailey Mobey and Tariq Khawaja
	
	
	

	JK-PM
	Brooklyn Galliot and Noah Forster and Greysen Munro
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The following note was added to our school website and will be added to the December newsletter. Please have a read through:
Welcome to winter École St. Mary School family! As the weather gets colder please ensure that your child comes to school with clothing appropriate for outdoor play time. Outdoor play is part of our daily physical activity and we expect children to participate in outdoor play at recess times and occasionally during physical education classes. 
Our school policy is that once the temperature reaches -20 degrees the children will be kept inside for play times.
With the winter weather upon us, we are seeing an increased number of colds/flus and other seasonal sicknesses. If your child is not feeling well, the best place for them to rest and recover is at home. If your child is well enough to be at school but cannot play outside for long time period (more than 3 days), we ask that you please send a doctor's noting stating that the child is not permitted to be outside in the cold. We will make alternate supervision arrangements for the child during these outdoor times. 
Keep warm and play safe during this winter season!!

 
M.O.O.S.E NEWS

The MOOSE would like to thank ALL the parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles and friends that supported our fall fundraising campaigns!  We have not got any confirmed totals for our fundraising but it looks like we raised around $7500.00 on the Lamontagne fundraiser and about $200 on the Gord Bamford fundraiser.  We still need to raise $10 000 to finish paying off the stage.  We are looking forward to the Gord Bamford concert and the MOOSE is hoping to sell 50/50 tickets with all proceeds going towards the stage!   

Once again to all of you, THANK YOU for your continued support!!
Jamie Damberger

We would like to welcome Mr. Jack Maure, who will now be heading up the M.O.O.S.E. Society.


	Roxanne Amiot
Shannon Anderson
Hillory Augot
Tracy Augot
Alicia Bailey
Judith Bakaluk
Ryan Blackett
Crystal Brophy
Yomi Brownlee
Michelle Camposano
Corina Carew
Michelle Casavant
Bonni Christie
Dawn Clark
Angie Corriveau
Caroline Cossette
Susan Cran
Jamie Damberger
Brandi Davidson
Debbie Davio
Tina Davio
Ashlyn Dionne
M. Dubie
	Deb Elchyson
Robyn Feist
Noreen Fortin
Val Funk
Miranda Goodings
Lise Gour
Chona Guiriba Natanya Gunderson
Candace Hamrin
Tracy Hilts
D’Ann Howes
Alicia Hughes
Nicole Hunter
Melissa Jeans
Jen Jerram
Meghan Jesso
Candace Jordan
Dana Kentner
Marcy Klein

	Josee Leduc
Amber Leggette
Kelly Leighton
Michelle Leighton
Jennifer Loiselle
Kristy Lovdahl
Carrie Lunn Renee MacAulay
Cheryl MacPherson
Nicole McIlwrick
Jacqueline McKennitt
Sheila McNaughton 
Camille Malec
M. Melson
Chad Mobey
Jody Mobey
Nada Murray
Lynn  Oliver
Sara Ouellet

	Denia Pacobilangnan
Dean Pare
Montana Phillip
Rosanne Plamondon
Colleen Pottinger
Tina Prodaniuk
Jolene Rarick
Jeri Rever
Leeann Roberts
Kelly Robinson
Kim Ruszkowski
Laura Rutherford
Diana Shardlow
Jody Shrafnagle
Stephaine Strawson
Trevor Strawson
C. Sutherland

	Amanda Tipler
Gwen Tremblay
Tamara Trout
Tennielle Trudzik
Tanya Tschigerl
Sandi Vaudan
Tanya Vandeligt
Kevin White
Jade Wilderman
Bonita Williams
Terri Willsher
Karli Wilson
Nykole Wilson
Zenovia Wiwchar-Crawford
Krista Wold
Jen Wolfe
Sheila Yuhar
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Board Briefs 
October 24, 2011
______________________________________________________________
The following motions were made by the Board of Living Waters CRD No. 42:

Organizational Meeting
· Trustee Christie was named Board Chair for the 2011/2012 school year.
· Trustee Sawyer was named Vice Chair for the 2011/2012 school year.
· Board meetings will be held on the 4th Monday of each month at 5:00 pm at the Board Office unless deemed otherwise by the Board.

Regular Meeting
· The Board made a motion to have ASBA represent the Board’s interest in the Tripartite Agreement between ASBA, ATA and the Government of Alberta with the aim of concluding a provincial framework agreement addressing: term, school board funding, teacher salaries, and a dispute resolution mechanism.
· The Board approved the Press Releases regarding Provincial Achievement Tests and Diploma Exams as presented.
· The Board cancelled the December 2011 Board Meeting due to the Christmas holidays.

Next meeting to be held on November 28, 2011 at 5:00 pm at the Board Office.
 

Whitecourt Christmas Hamper Fund
Requests for hampers must be made personally at the 
Repeat Boutique on the following dates:
November 30th, December 3rd, 7th & 10th between 11 a.m. and 3 p.m.



									     Maintaining the energy
As parents, it is important to teach healthy coping skills to our children, especially since one in five children will face a mental health challenge at some point in their childhood or adolescence. 
In honorur of World Mental Health Day, held on Oct. 10, 2011, we offer a few suggestions for how you can help your child beat the blues. Be sure to join in the activities – mental health awareness is good for all of us!
  Dance, dance, dance. Put on your favourite music and dance your heart out.
  Exercise. It releases happy hormones known as endorphins.
  Take a power nap. A 20-minute snooze can rejuvenate the mind, body, and soul.
  Write. Sit down and write about your feelings, or about things you are grateful for.
  Treat yourself with compassion. Be kind to yourself and quit judging yourself.
  Bond with nature. Go somewhere where you can be with nature and relax.
  Whatever you feel you lack, offer it to someone else. Helping others is a great way to take your mind off your own worries!
For more information about World Mental Health Day, visit the World Federation for Mental Health’s website at http://www.wfmh.org.



[image: Description: Cartoon Reindeer Ornaments]
· December 28-30  $100/week
· January 3-6  $120/week
· Daily fee of $35/day 
· Register early to avoid disappointment


For more information or to register please
call the club @ 780-778-6696

Regular ASP and KinderCare will commence Jan 9, 2012
Government Subsidy is available for eligible families

[image: Description: Logo BGC Good.tif]Happy Holidays from
The Boys & Girls Club of Whitecourt & District Staff 
 76 Sunset Blvd, Community Resource Centre
whitecourtbgclub@gmail.com
[image: Description: http://www.drive-software.com/trees/magictree.png]
				










Raffle tickets will be sold at the White Elephant sale for a chance to win front row seats to our Christmas concert.  

Bring your wallet/purse to the Christmas Concert, we will be selling 50/50 tickets to help pay for our stage.
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St. Joseph School
2nd Annual Christmas Craft Market

[image: MP900408889[1]]Date:  December 10, 2011					           Christmas Music by
Location:  St. Joseph Parish Hall						St. Joseph School Band
Time:	10:00-4:00 pm							12 – 1 pm	
Admission: Adults $2.00		
Children 12 and Under: FREE						Pictures with Santa 
Over 20 Exhibitors								$5.00 
Concession Available							1 – 3 pm

Canadian Parents for French News/Les nouvelles CPF
Hope everyone enjoyed the Book fairs and were able to find some great French books.  Special thanks to all the volunteers who coordinated the events at both École St. Mary and École St. Joseph Schools.  If you are looking for further ways to promote French learning in fun and meaningful ways please check out ACCENT.  This is a directory of recreational, cultural and educational activities in French right here in Alberta.   You can find it at www.accentalberta.ca.  

Our next meeting will be Sun., Dec. 18 at 7:00 p.m. in the École St. Mary School Library.  Everyone is welcome!  Joyeux Noel à vous!
---------------------------------------------------------------
Thanks to the efforts of Mrs. Tanya Ewanishin and Mrs. Sandy Whitten we have secured a donation from RBC Foundation!  

We are pleased to confirm our support of the Living Waters Catholic Regional School Division No. 42 with a one-time donation of $3,000 in support of the St. Mary's School Lunch Program.
Like you, RBC is committed to supporting endeavors that empower organizations to make a difference and inspire others. Through funding from the RBC Foundation, donations are intended to create social and economic opportunities that strengthen the health and quality of life in the communities in which we live and work. Education is one of RBC's highest priorities, with over $13.6 million directed to this area in 2010.
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HAVE A CHRISTMAS EXPERIENCE CUTTING YOUR OWN CHRISTMAS TREE
At

[image: MCj04126860000[1]]
KRUMBROOK TREE FARM
778-4272

[image: MCj04105910000[1]]

Present this coupon when cutting your tree and $5.00 from the cost of the tree will go to École St. Mary School.

15 minutes south of Whitecourt on Highway 32 (to Edson) turn right on TWP Rd. 590 for 1.5 km

All Trees - $40.00

December 2011
	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat
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	1
	2
White Elephant Sale
	3
Santa Claus Parade at 4:30 pm downtown 

	4
	5
Advent Celebration @ 9:15                                         (Celebrating Peace)

	6
	7
	8
Gord Bamford Concert   Doors open at 6 pm Show starts at 6:30 p.m.
	9
Wolverines Home Game 8:00PM against Sexsmith
	10
Junior Kindergarten bake sale at St. Joseph Parish Hall 10 – 4.

	11
	12
Advent Celebration @ 9:15                                         (Celebrating Love)

	13
	14
Senior’s Tea at 1:30
Wolverines Home Game 8:00PM against Peace River
	15
Christmas Concert 
1:30 & 7:00 performances
	16   Assembly
School Spirit— 
Pajama Day
Junior Kindergarten Christmas concert at 6:00 in the gym
	17

	18
	19
Advent Celebration @ 9:15                                         (Celebrating Joy)

	20
Liturgy at 10:30
	21
Last day for Junior Kindergarten until Jan. 9th
	22  School Spirit—Christmas Spirit Dress up
Last day of school for Christmas holidays.
	23
Christmas 
holidays.
	24
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	25
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	26
Christmas 
holidays.
	27
Christmas 
holidays.
	28
Christmas 
holidays.
	29
Christmas 
holidays.
	30
Christmas 
holidays.
	31
School resumes January 9, 2012
New class pictures will be taken in January.
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